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Information Technology Interest Group

Response to Consultation
About GHP/UKCPA ITIG

The Joint GHP/UKCPA Information Technology Interest Group aims to channel expert opinion from clinical practitioners and IM&T specialists to best inform and influence policy decisions related to the introduction of new technological advances in hospital pharmacy practice, and also to increase awareness amongst clinical practitioners of key technological changes on the horizon and their likely impact. As well as assessing the impact of new systems on hospital pharmacy practice (eg electronic prescribing, robotics and automation), ITIG also reviews how current technologies can be used to enable new approaches to practice, and the use of information to support clinical and operational decision making. This may relate to anything from immediate availability of test results to aid clinical evaluations, through to the use of key performance indicator data to better inform decisions on where service priorities lie. The Joint GHP/UKCPA ITIG organises an annual seminar for pharmacy and IT professionals interested in hospital pharmacy IT, and promotes an award for excellence in pharmacy IT.

Response to the NHS dm+d GTIN (EAN) Code Consultation – September 2011
In principle, GHP/UKCPA ITIG supports the use of dm+d to provide a consistent national coding platform for IT applications for medicines use and management.

In terms of the specific questions posed by the consultation, ITIG’s responses are as follows
1. Regarding the main weekly extract of the NHS dm+d, should GTIN codes be incorporated into the main weekly extract of the NHS dm+d?
ITIG supports the incorporation of GTIN (EAN) Codes into the weekly data extract of the NHS dm+d, as this would ensure that GTIN codes are routinely available to electronic prescribing and pharmacy automation systems. This would further support a) closed loop medicines administration, b) pharmacy and decentralised automation, and c) supply chain tracking and recalls.
2. Do you support the concept of increasing the population of GTIN codes in dm+d?
ITIG supports the concept of increasing the population of GTIN codes in dm+d, subject to appropriate validation procedures being in place. An increased number of GTINs available in dm+d would achieve the objective described in the answer to question 1) and would reduce the burden on pharmacy staff associated with barcode anomalies for products being handled by EPMA and automation systems.
3. Do you agree that we should move from population of 13 character GTIN codes to 14 character GTIN codes?

ITIG believes that the dm+d GTIN data structure should be hospitable to all GTIN code forms that are likely to have hospital pharmacy applications, subject to appropriate validation procedures.
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