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18th February 2011

SE1 7JN

Andrea Farmer 

Area 5M, 151 
Buckingham Palace Road, 

London, 

SW1W 9SZ

Dear Ms Farmer

Review of Medicines Act 1968: informal consultation on issues 
Relating to the PLR regime and homeopathy 
 Response from the Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  The Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists represents UK wide around 4,000 pharmacists including the majority of hospital pharmacists, pharmacists employed by NHS Primary Care organisations and pharmacists employed by other public bodies such as Prisons and the Care Quality Commission.  The Guild is part of the health sector of the union Unite.

We wish to make the following comments:

Proposal 1. Legislative provision for PLRs should be ended by April 2013, and

Proposal 2. Eligible PLRs should transfer to one of the newer regulatory schemes for homeopathic medicines 

We agree that it would be undesirable to use the current review of the Medicines Act and associated legislation to further perpetuate the existence of PLRs.  It seems sensible that products are reviewed and, where appropriate, moved to an ongoing regulatory scheme where they meet the relevant standards and achieve improved consistency of regulatory provision for labeling and advertising. The proposal to better enable the MHRA to regulate the market for these products, and to have improved patient information that will benefit the consumer and facilitate informed choice is to be welcomed. However, we are concerned that although removal of PLRs from all homoeopathic products will be beneficial, the fact that they will be given license numbers could mislead members of the public into believing the products are medicines. It is our view that homoeopathic products have no evidence of safety or efficacy. These products should be regulated in a way that protects the public.

Proposal 3. Bach flower remedies should normally no longer be regulated as medicinal products 

We agree with the proposal that these products should no longer be regulated as medicines. Although we understand that many of these products are legally supplied under other regulatory categories, such as food supplements, we feel that clarification is required on exactly how they will be regulated.

Proposal 4. Where a PLR was not eligible for any of the other forms of modified licensing regimes it would be open to independent and supplementary prescribers on their personal responsibility to commission an unlicensed “special” to meet the special clinical needs of a patient 

We support this proposal.

Proposal 5. NRS products should include the following additional statement on outer packaging and the patient information leaflet: “A homeopathic medicinal product licensed only on the basis of safety, quality and use within the homeopathic tradition”  

We feel that this description could give members of the public the impression of government recognition of the efficacy of a product as it is ‘licensed’ but, as alluded to above, homoeopathic products have no evidence of efficacy or safety. 

The information provided to the public and the labelling of the outer packaging should not be left open to false interpretation. The label should indicate that there is no evidence that the product is effective and state that it must not be used as an alternative to recognized medicines. 

Although the wording “symptomatic relief of… …” has been removed from the outer packaging and patient information this wording will appear in the information about indications! This is confusing and so we feel that that this needs to be clarified. 

Proposal 6. The NOP scheme should be abolished, possibly by April 2012. 

We have no experience of this scheme and therefore have no comments to make


We hope these comments are of assistance. Our reply may be made freely available.

Yours faithfully

Barry Corbett






Graeme Richardson

Professional Secretary
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